
 

 

April 3, 2020 
 
 
Dear SV196 Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 
 
Today’s note is much different than past notices, and that’s intentional.  While we have 
some important school matters to announce (see Page 2), I’d like to spend our time 
“together” today thanking and encouraging you. 
 
Over the past 2½ weeks, you have experienced a variety of rapid, but necessary, changes 
in your life as a parent of a school-aged child.  Transitioning from day-to-day life as we 
knew it to day-by-day change and uncertainty can take a toll on anyone, but especially a 
parent.  Not being able to give our children definite answers when we aren’t sure when 
life will return to normal is both frustrating and upsetting. 
 
But, good news and positive things can be found in just about any situation.  COVID-19 
has caused us lots of frustration, but it has also shown us just how strong we can be when 
we work together.  As I’ve observed many parents and students over the last three (3) 
weeks, I have seen a common theme—you are doing a very good job helping your 
children!  You are taking care of their physical, emotional, and learning needs superbly!  
You have been flexible and made the adjustments needed to keep our children engaged in 
learning—doing the right thing for kids. 
 
The SV196 community is very different—in a good way.  I assure you, without any 
doubt, that we will get through COVID-19 together.  I believe that we will learn about 
things that we’ve never imagined and grow from our experience together.  I hope that, 
once we’re through COVID-19, we take time to look back to determine what worked, 
what didn’t work very well, and how we can celebrate what’s turned into a huge team 
effort. 
 
Thank you for all that you’re doing to help our kids.  Thank you, as well, for praying for 
our school staff members.  We appreciate your support and encouragement so much. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jason D. Henry 
District Superintendent 



IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• We will not be distributing food on Good Friday (April 10, 2020) or the 
Monday after Easter (April 13, 2020).   Food distribution after the holiday will 
resume as usual on Tuesday, April 14, 2020. 

• If your child needs hard copies of teacher-assigned learning activities, those are 
available at the food distribution sites on Wednesdays of each week.  If you have 
not already selected your preferred site, please contact the school office ASAP. 

• The following table provides an estimate of what remote-learning times are 
reasonable for kids, based on age/grade level: 

 
Grade Level Minimum Maximum Recommended 

Length of 
Sustained 
Attention 

Pre-K 20 minutes/day 60 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 
K 30 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 

1-2 45 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 5-10 minutes 
3-5 60 minutes/day 120 minutes/day 10-15 minutes 
6-8 Class: 15 min/day 

Total:  90 min/day 
Class: 30 min/day 
Total: 180 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

9-12 Class: 20 min/day 
Total: 120 min/day 

Class: 45 min/day 
Total: 270 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

Source: Illinois State Board of Education Remote Learning Recommendations 
 

• As of this writing, we are scheduled to resume regular school activities on or 
about May 1, 2020 


